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Abstract

Today, Farkas Bolyai is mostly remembered for his excellent mathematical and literary work. His outstanding
mathematical activity culminated in his two-volume compendium, Tentamen. His literary works have survived
through his printed dramas. The Hungarian Society of Scholars (from 1840 the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences), initiated in 1825 and established in 1830 based on the donation of Istvan Széchenyi, also elected
him a corresponding member of the mathematics department in 1832.

However, Farkas Bolyai was not only interested in mathematics and drama. We know that he wrote poems,
produced ethnographic and forestry works, was involved in the creation of a model farm, including an orchard
and a vineyard, and made wine. The efficient stoves he designed were famous. He acted in plays, dabbled in
painting, played the violin, and even tried renting a pub. He also greeted Emperor Franz Joseph with a
welcoming poem in 1852 in Marosvasarhely, on behalf of the teaching community of the Reformed College.
Of course, we cannot forget that Farkas Bolyai's son was the outstanding star of Hungarian science, Janos
Bolyai, whose careful upbringing and teaching laid the foundation for his path to success, and by publishing
the Appendix summarizing the new theory of space and sending it to Gauss, he significantly contributed to the
introduction of his son's epoch-making work.

In addition to his many interests, he chose teaching as his profession for almost five decades. He taught
mathematics, physics and chemistry in the former Reformed College that bears his name today. From his
surviving manuscripts, we can see that he also taught astronomy as part of his physical knowledge. He made
notes for his lectures, initially in Latin, and then did pioneering work in the development of the Hungarian
technical language. In his notes, he tried to keep up to date with the latest discoveries of astronomers, using,
for example, his friendship with the great Gauss.

The aim of my lecture is to revive some aspects related to astronomy from the life and work of Farkas Bolyai.

Kivonat

Napjainkban Bolyai Farkasra tobbnyire kivalo matematikai és irodalmi munkdssaga révén emlékeziink.
Kiemelkedo matematikusi tevékenysége a kétkotetes oOsszefoglalo miivében, a Tentamenben csucsosodott ki.
Irodalmi alkotasai pedig a nyomtatasban kézélt dramdi révén maradtak fenn. A Széchenyi Istvan felajanldasa
alapjan 1825-ben kezdeményezett és 1830-ban létrehozott Magyar Tudos Tarsasag (1840-t6l Magyar Tudomdanyos
Akadémia) is a matematikai osztaly levelezd tagjava valasztotta 1832-ben.

Bolyai Farkas viszont nem csak matematikaval és dramairassal foglalkozott. Tudjuk réla, hogy irt verseket, készitett
néprajzi és erdészeti munkakat, foglalkozott mintagazdasag létrehozdsaval, benne gyiimolcsossel, szolossel,
keszitett bort, hiresek voltak az dltala tervezett jo hatékonysagu kalyhdk, szerepelt szinjatékban, kacérkodott
festészettel, hegediilt, még kocsma bérléssel is probalkozott, de Ferenc Jozsef csdszart is 6 kdszontotte tidvozlo
verssel 1852-ben Marosvasarhelyen, a Reformatus Kollégium tanari kozéssége nevében.

Természetesen nem feledkezhetiink meg arrol, hogy Bolyai Farkas fia volt a magyar tudomany kiemelked? csillaga
Bolyai Janos, akinek gondos nevelésével és tanitasaval megalapozta utjat a siker felé, és a tér uj elméletet
osszefoglalo Appendix kiadasaval, Gausshoz valo elkiildésével jelentsen hozzdjarult fia korszakalkoto munkdjanak
megismertetésehez.

Sokiranyu érdeklodése mellett hivatasként majd ot évtizeden at a tanari palyat valasztotta. A ma nevét viselo,
egykori Reformatus Kollégiumban tanitott matematikat, fizikat és kémidat. Fennmaradt kézirataibol lathatjuk, hogy
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a fizikai ismeretek részekeént csillagaszatot is tanitott. Jegyzeteket készitett eloaddsaihoz, kezdetben latin nyelven,
majd uttoré munkat vegzett a magyar szaknyelv kialakitasaban is. Jegyzeteiben igyekezett napirenden lenni a
csillagaszt legfrissebb felfedezéseivel, ehhez felhaszndlva példaul a nagy Gausshoz fiizodé baratsdgat is.
Eléadasom célja néhany csillagaszattal kapcsolatos —aspektus  felelevenitése Bolyai Farkas életébol,
munkdassagabol.
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